23O   ETHICS AND THE STRUGGLE  FOR EXISTENCE.

struggle, it is said, demands " ruthless self-assertion "
and the hunting down of all competitors; and such
phrases certainly have an unpleasant sound. But in
the first place, the use of the epithets implies an
anthropomorphism to which we have no right so long
as we are dealing with the inferior species. We are
then in a region to which such ideas have no direct
application, and where the moral sentiments exist
only in germ, if they can properly be said to exist at
all. Is it fair to call a wolf ruthless because he eats a
sheep and fails to consider the transaction from the
sheep's point of view ? We must surely admit that
if the wolf is without mercy he is also without
malice. We call an animal ferocious because a man
who acted in the same way would be ferocious. But
the man is really ferocious because he is really
aware of the pain which he inflicts. The wolf, I
suppose, has no more recognition of the sheep's
feelings than a man has of feelings in the oyster or
the potato. For him, they are simply non-existent ;
and it is just as inappropriate to think of the wolf as
cruel, as it would be to call the sheep cruel for eating
grass. Are we to say that " nature " is cruel because
the arrangement increases the sum of undeserved
suffering? That is a problem which I do not feel
able to examine; but it is, at least, obvious that it
cannot be answered off-hand in the affirmative. To